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The Use and Abuse of the Book of Revelation
8. MacLean Grmour

There is a general ignorance and a widespread suspicion of
the booksof Daniel and Revelation onthe pat o minisers o the
dine churches. onscaueatly, since they have been offeed o
irastive explanation, charch members are oftcn ttracied

and even convineed by, the bizarre interpretations presented by
one or other of the millennial sects.

The Bool

its type, and the Book o s
"The Book of Daniel was written in 165 or 164 B.C, and
e nmx.um to John in AD. 0, give o take a fov yeur. n

amun‘ ity Eaoch, The Assomption of Moses 1V Eva, Barochy
d the War Scroll found at Qumran. Taken together this body
o leratore i caled “Revelaton’ or “Apocalyptie” itersture,
Amn , Bose, Iniah, s Jeremish bad procimed o (ha Gods
1d work themselves out in and throug] rocesses
T, Bured by punishment, a fai hm Temaeat of Tiradl
would inherit God's promises, and the age of God's rule would
come upon carth, an age when justicew woutd roll dow ke witer
and righteousness as a mighty uld
tsbiabed by God himeell, or hy ok Butng Uicurt s desmadect
‘messiah or vicegerent.
50of the centurice however, many Jews became
diilusioned, "One historica eatastrophe, sueeeeded another——the
Babylonian conguest, the Pertan the Gresk, the Roman, How
could God possibly establis e historical process?
erlding process of disillusionment with history as the
plane of God' ation came an cxposre 8 way of thinking that
was a feature of Persian religion— m the time
of Cyrus’ capture of Jersualem in R C ot detes of Datios
‘Alexander in 331 B.C.—for over two hundred years—the Jews
were a subject people of the Persians. It was inevitable that
nkis did

enumerated: The dmlr rines. ul (l) th lWO agu (2) the imminence
of the end of this present evil age; (3) the catastrophic nature of
the end; (4) the signs of the end; and (5) a general resurrection,
a final judgment, and eternal reward or punishment.
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rom the time of the Book of Daniel Jewi

)p-:udonymm (Enoch, Elijah,
b Baruck); and (9) written to provide an anawer 1o
the immediste si o the time of o compostion. (They
were tracts for their r rsctsfor bad times)

“The Book of Revelation conforme to the apocalyptic pattern
in all but two respects. (1) It is not pseudonymous. - The writer
ideatifes himself as John, a companion in distres of the Asiatic
Chris ) It does not employ the device of visions set in the
rameworkof the distant past. Thc iions seamint e e
purport to illuminate, to use the authors words, “what must soon
take place.”

John of Revelation wrote during the reign of Domitian,
probably in the carly nincies of our era, 26 8 time when the

perial authorities were attem Christians to
p.mmpm in the cult of emperor worship. - John's mestage
rated and reiterated: Hold fast! Refuse to o dcay Corist and pay
obetkace 1o Ceema' srate] Very shor oman Empire
and the pricthood of the mperal e wm B vinsed by wrpris
dented disasters, and in the end—the near end—will be

overthrows and destroyed. Savan, the old aragon that i the on
ind the  perceuton of the Church, wilbe bound. The
Beset from the

dead o rule with Chrlst for a thousand years, Then Setan il 1
. He will gathe alcs from the four corersof the ea
but Christ and his hosts

- e ea
Lo clear that John of Patmos expected “the return of Christ

PR of his book, just prior to the benediction, he
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dadnﬂ, “He who testifes t0 these things says, ‘Surely 1 am
o e j'oh s expectations were disappointed, readers of the

and contemporary events—a process that could be traced, had we
e time, from the Montanist movement in the rly second
century to the newest millanial sect in Souther
Wien John wished to identiy che besst o s lymbolmn via
the ruling émperor so that the reader would make the iden

of what s called gematria, that
com ng by the sum of the mumerical equitalents of the
letters of the individual’s name. In Hebrew, in Greek, and in
oty each letter ofthe alphabet stood for  umber, By adding
the nimberssepreseated by she Lezers of his name the
question could be referred to in code. When Pompeii wa
cavated late in the cighteenth century, a graffito, inscribed on one
i ol o tos ety hetors s wap pvermacimcd with lev fomk
Vesuvius in A.D. 79, was discovered to read, “I love her whose
‘number is 545.”

John's famous identification reads: This calls for wisdom:
et Kim who has understanding reckon the number of ast,
forit is 2 human number, its number i six hundred and nxly<|x 2

believed to be a reincarnation of the hated Nero. The sum of the
sumericl valuesof the Hebrew letters that g0 make up the
name Neron

hregh. LN nterpreters who have used the
Book of Revelation as a code bear emonssnd event of thele
own times have puzzled over the number 666 until they have suc-
omdd in i i

the B
Mussolin or Hitler or Stalin or
e millenarianism of some contemporary fringe groups in




years ago was a certain William Miller, whose studics
T3 Hinwvo presiesthe return of Chris and she end of the world ia
1843. Tens of thousands of his {ol]mun in upper New York State
a jeww England awaited the awesome day, only to be
Bapplated by ks non-arrival. M. Elien Harmon White v
ath Day

by far the most rapidly growing
‘millennial movement of our day is the sect that now calls itself
Jehoval's Witnesses. It claims to be growing at the startling rate
of over 109 per year.

The sect took its rise with the activities of a certain Charles
Taze Rusell. Ta 1872, in the townof Allegheny in Penneylvani,
the Calvinistic doctrine of hell
in king opponeat-—defended the doctrine
e ot e dhaie, e the seedi Boiptes it phissncanl
e fnd 3o unbeatableantwertocveryching He concuded,

¢ the wicked wo
v e oy and he and - fllowers lnter bosted
that be was the man who n hell.
sl by S(nplun wasthe doctine of
v e e ‘coming of Jesus Christ—and soon he wi
abl 5o make & rm prdicton. Ho waried with the vere in
o o T

itin $86 B.C) Russcll now searched the Seriptures for a definition
a “time.” Since the Book of Leviticus asserts in 26:18 that
Israel was to suffer seven times for its sins, the length of one um:
0 be determined. In the Book of Rcvthtxon Rusull
reference to lays as “times an
three and a half times. Double that, and wv:n “m.nu
2,520 days. Commg lorw.lrd 2,520 days from 607 B.C. Rungll

or

years before his first! A practical man, Russell concluded that he

mut have made some eror, He therfoe renewed i stdic

unt e came upon  verse n Eaelie that read: “f bave sppolated

thee cach day for 8 year” (Esek 4%), Changing his 2,520 days

3,320 years, he subtracted 606 B.C. (omicting the lst two oty
1



of 607 B.C) and concluded that the ead would come in October,
o4
lowers as Pastor Rusell founded
s W Fowes Bl and T Hodier o B
Hi followers were variously known 13 Millan o et o
Russllc, and lter 2 the Taternationsl Bibl Stadeats,
ong, Ruseclts followers excitement built up as 1914 ap-
proached. I can recall certain staid Presbyterians in my father’s
congregation in Southern Saskatchewan at that time who had
deserted the Kirk to become International Bible Students and who
10l thei farms and awaited the dawn ofth ast day i the Moose
Mountains, appareatly believing that cold cash would be more
portable or negotiable in the new age et wtotl prairie
gumbo!
‘The outbreak of the first Great War in August, 1914, gave a
cetin lp o Rusells hopes of Armageddon, bt 1 gres dis
antment followed the failure ber of the prediction ni
the cad. Searching the Sciptures again, o oy i
o et that Christ had returned 13 191, bat that bis return had
been invisible. In October, 1914, Christ had assumed his throne in
heaven and Satan had been hurled from heaven to earth to wreak
engeance upon mankind. The final end of the world would occur
within the lifetime of the last generation alive in 1914—in other
re 1984, when r.lnld born in 1914 wnnld

lnmll-arw  those of my age in ot out, "Mlons wow v s

e s e years of Russells leadership the Watch Tow
Sodty eurvived several gear catastrophes, Tn 1912 Russell wus
Spoaed i 2 i, Ontari, pollce coure a & bae, He hd
med 1 be an ordalned et of bigh seholasic standing,
versed in weo\ogy and in the languages of Scripture. Under cross-

was :plumud s having beca grown from grain found in the
pyramids.

Fotor el el Terue T 916 abguid i Pullzas
supplied him by the Watch Tower Socie
Thar lewyes knwn to hi folower as “Jodge” Rathetord &
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boned glasses
US. senator. It
, nnamed du lMle!y “Jehovah’s

i, portly gentleman 'uh s srig tie .na bln:k.
o Tohan e e car
s Rutherford who, in 3
Witn

“According to the developing doctrine of the Jehovals Wit-
ones che b i had Sl Febos the thnsof Adum 1 he
ounding of their sctwill b ffere the chancs of conversion aier
Araageddon, and thove foand worshy will reira to sarh.
peparation fo the retrn of prominent bibica fures, nnubly
atch Tower Society built a_ twenty-roor
Spasishatyle vil at San Diego, Caliorase, and, peading David's
return, udge Rutherford ‘made it his home and was buried there
in 1942, His successor was a publicity-shy organizational genius
by the name of Nathan Homaer Knorr, whoee headquarters are ia
yn snd who s relocted cach year by the seven direcors,

Ten whoon Wikaiasce blieve are chowes £ Jehovah: A Liaca:
shire Enlhlhmm b7 thonsame ot Peccy Ch-pmln heads Jehovah's
itne ade and drers opeatocs rom . milion-dlle

hudqulrterl e North
to Wunmu. solated “Witnesses of Jehovah”

ss story. s a creat
served b cxcenivs offce: The Holy Sprt ]«-_havah'
radar—the means by which he keeps informed and detects the
spproach of bis caemics, The Bibl s treated ke  cook book,
with a recipe for every
e ke s of e, seenee i Rrd

chapter 7t the 14,000 12,000 drawn rom cach of the 1o

Ive tribes. The 144,000 are what the Witnesses call “the lttle
flock,” and these are they that will rule in heaven at the right hand

“little flock” are alive, including the directors
Brooklyn an :nd Percy Chapmanin Toronts and it s catimated that

the rem: ncies are few. How does a t he
b:lenn zo o “ihe fctle flock? Such privileged people o kxww it.
Gnce s year they comae forward and take tae meats a the Mo-

moral Fear, s sctameatal meal that more o Ies cooclde i
time with the Jewish inv(r Members of Lh: “little flock”
respond acoring o 3 Kin of divine honor sse

In addition to the “little flock” of 144, :r: are “t heudu(}
sheep,” Witnesses who have dled since 1877 and the million or



et n the twenty-four or twenty-five thousand King-
in the U.S., Canada, and some one hundred and ninety
Khu' linds. During the holocaust that will mark the end—some.
before 1984—living Witnesses, whether of “the little flock”

"du ov.hu cheep,” will stand aside and watch the slaughter in &

riendly way
,mdm begint, The 144000 of e ltde fock” begi their

Christ in heaven. e sheep,” over a million
i them, live a Ife on earth, e o 14 33 Haco, and ety
2 land foving ith milk and honey;

of “the other sheep” will be to clean up the two

1 thrs i bdies recenly e n btule. Then they will be
free to engage in the much more pleasant occupation of replenish-
ing.

As the beginning of he millnaiam thermwillbes xe...nemm
o the dead b had a chance to he

pel.
tnesses
fan spek ofthe draniag of the Pacifc Ocean o the contral heat-
J o the Arctic as posibe solutions. When inerrogated o his
reblem, Pastor Rusell once ventu fon: “Two billion
people culd it oto 1 area he sie of el they stood elbow
o appy solution to the servant problem, Witaesses believe
that the newiy-sisen bilions will seve them s domestics. o
Feturn, the servants get a final chance at the gos
The sole interruption t0 the heavenly pandne of “the litdle
floc”snd the cartly puadie of “the other sheep” comes at the
d of th ook

ion, Witnesses believe that Satan will break his bonds And e
pnlmn e Elba, willlead one final rebellion ided by those of
the risen dead who refuse a second chance. At the end of
e e ia o oy Avnegeddonr—Satea sad sommpany wil
lbe annibilated.
“The million or more Jehovah's Witnesses distribute more than
100,000, year, more than 15,0000
Imore than 250,000,000 tracts, all produced in t!
plat at Bethelin Brooklyn, purportedly the hrgelz pnnnng phnl
the world. In 1957 more than 20,000 Canadian Witnesses
xad\exed for a rally on the grounds of the Canadian Nationl
Jo 1958 Anercan Witnesscs stsged
y in the History of New York City—st lesst, e
retes unil the it of Pope Paul in 1965, 250,000 Wit-




grounds; 2,600 volunteers manicured the  bal parks .M cach
mestng, washing each scat ith oap an
rved 70,000 meals per hour; and thousands of yelow-tagged
abers wou the eapecsof New, York®s varean traflc police, On
one day of the Conference thousands were baptized by mass
immerson i the Harlem River, and throvghoos the week the
agsreation of wel-dresed sy faancd out o give New
ork City a thorough door-bell pr
L is an cnlightning cxperince lor a conventional Protestant
to pay a visit to a Kingdom Hall. The Jehovah’s Witnesses'
meeting-house in sy Cunbilanof Ak et o oy S
s a far cry from the store fronts or rented halls of ffteen or twenty
years 10, A modern lumber o red-briked buidingisofen st
off by a two-story picture window. Inside, a_good-sized audic
‘orum has o of comortable thester seats which cand belnw 1
one-step platform where the central lectern is fianked by two
micropbones. Left and ight ar two huge Ballst bossd covercd
with aguings, no-of; back call no. of; total bour
2oofs sy e, Bia walls are mottoes drawn from the
St Ko Wod T of e
Witaeses do ot meet for muy worship in the sense under-
stood by Protestants. Ins of the society gather on
ecti e

e "Km(dom Ministry.”
session begins with the distribution of a fillin exam that
il it e careully graded—an exam desgned to tst the w...
ness’s knowledge of propaganda methods, practical paycl
the sect’s hmory, £0d the Bible in the New World or Tehovabn
esses” trans
Folloving the wrten quiz comes a song from a paper-back
collcton.  Then thee is 2 rleplaying session of door-to-door
ics. - Thi

punge rom the Biblo—sn interpnution et ow by the Wit-
nesses’ headquarters and accepted without question or demur,
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The meeting will end with work assignments—new calls, back
alls, and i it
In earlier days a Witness would tote a portable gramaphone
from door o door, teking permision o play ¢ short sermon by
Pastor Ru r' Judge Rutherford. These tactics have long
siaceb bee.n nbmduned in favor of a direct approa
knocks at. the door and an-
s i b edliut Ta the inierats o » backin the Bl
campaign. Tn cwentyfour out of twenty-fve cass he is dened

i e lm 1 such insanoes he mves on 10 the aext house
undiscouraged. e rare occasions on which he is
Javted 1o, 6 cxplag  pessage f Beipture by Witnssoa® caegesi,
sells a book for fifty cents—possibly Your ¥ill Be Done on Earth,
Y for a nickel (6 500,000 capis of each it
are now printed!), and lines up an appointment for a back cal
‘The door-to-door work is done by ordinary members, .
on one level as “publishers,” and on another as ‘g A

‘pioneers.
publisher works at a normal job, attends three to five Kingdom

Awake! for three cents and sells them for five cents on his rounds.
‘A pioneer puts in about four hours’ canvassing a day. He gets his
ies of the magazines free and the proceeds of the sal
support. him.  Full-time “lpecul pacen” do_ adminits
offce, i ’ ive free on the Witnesses’
ik st Bethel in Brookiyn or a¢ the FLQ, in North Toronto, and
al including Knorr in Brooklyn and Chapman in Toronto, draw a
salary of 14 2 month s exveling expease.
n U, branch o ety has increased its membershi

oo with “branch servante” staes and
it servants” and esch loal congregtion has
i "oonkr:suwml servan

o Elmnal B S JeoHAA Wik i
place for any social gospel. The outbreak of a war between Isracl
and Syria, the escalation of the war in Vietnam, bloodshed in the
Congo, a revolution in the Alxmtmz, an earthquake in Alasks,




“race riots in Cleveland, & typhoon i Hong Kong, the threat of
nuclear warfare—al are occasion for rejoicing, for they
ithcs to tho accviticn of Satas and are vigas o toe wearaces of
the end.

Outaders often speculte that the inveation of the hydrogen

deny (b, Askes whether 3 s oot the o e
USSR, would b the batte of Armageddon, » Witness replicd
% fuch s mie mld b the lazt gap in thia mphon;
of agony.” Undeterred mixed metaphor, m Witness con-
mmd  “The real buctle il make stomae. caploions look ke
frecra Jehovah God will throw cortains of ire across the
aations; Lhere will be floods and carthquakes and anarchy.

8 to the Civil Liberties Union, the Jehovah's Wit-

1o salute the fag which for them s  ggaven image” and thek
refusal to be drafted into the army, not because they were paci-
s rom it—but an the grounietht| becanieof their st

presching and the door were
ter of the gorel. nm-m. Werld War 10, 4500 of e

ere
e tar-and-
eyl e l:pxule ‘mobe i oyl - scparate states.
Ve taken eourt action again and again 1
d have won over forty of the E(!y ol
et cases thet have been adlsdinted by the Sapreme
a consequence a Witness in the US. can no longer be mmpd.lﬁd
Toulute the g, o serve in the army, o 1o do ury du, and they
may preach on the streets and solicit converts from door to d
without interference.
‘The persecution of the Jehovah's Witnesses in Canada was if
inything more violent and more sustained than in the US.
Shordy afer the outbreak of World War I the sece ] declared]
7 2 Canadian order-in-council inte, thea
Misiuer of Jotics reported that the sociey was “considard 1)
be of a subversive character.” Under Defence of Canada regul
tions, police seized copics of the Watchtouer, broke up meetings
and jailed Witnesses actoss the country. In'my memory no .w\
bt been penecuted more violently by Provincial an
S e, madoo b ol Bonm o{

Frecdom in Britsh Columbia,



 Jehovah's Witnesses thrive on persecution and regard it
4 furthe? proof shat the end i arawing ncar. With the help of

, only some of whom are members of the sect, the
s fight back in the courts. Reference has already been

that has reached the Canadian Supreme Court, Unfortunately,
or perhaps fortunately from the Witnesses’ point of view, many

nadian cases orginate in the Province of Daches (rhiee the
Jehoval’s Witnesses’ attack on the Pope as the Beast with the
mumber 666 of Revelation 13 raises Roman Catholic hackles,
1nd ways and means have been found in French Cansda to deay
appeals from conviction to higher courts, sometimes for ye:

Phis i % iovolving Jebovas Witacwds that hit
the headlines in Canada and the US. tend to be those concerned
with the socalled blood ssue.  This matter was not aised by
Witnesses until 1946, when the directors of the Watch Tower and
e Soflty desesd hae 4 Witnes ol st acompt 2 Hood

ransf n the grounds that this was forbidden by the decree
i Levitcus againe eating blood.  The rut case T recal was that
of a Manitoba boy who was accidentally shot in the thigh.
faher,  Jehowab's Witaess, efuaed to allow 3 transusion aad,
ough a successful operation was performed, the boy died from
Jack o blood. In 1959 the pres acrons Canada reported another
case—in most instances accompanying its reports with angry
girl who was born to Witness parents in the Toronto
Ceaenl Hn.pml had s blood ditorde, and her doctos asd it
ry to drain and repla e parents
ol e oo Ty speclal el h\lm:dly
convened, the custody of the baby was temporarily raneferted 19
cicty, the transfusion was given, and
e course was returned o s parenc. Other
similar cases have been reported in the U.S., and I understand that
thelgel loses st stake have ace yes been fully resolve
pareats condemn & child o desth for reasons of eligious
wavicin toba Witness father said, a Witness
ol e s i chld e o 2 consequence of obedience to the
Witaes faich than lose him forever as a consequence of a deliberate
infraction of the bibli
To 1950 the Jehovah's
Translation, of the New Testament, and the preparation of the New
World Old Testament translation is now far advanced. The New
Testament translation was made by a committee whose member-
s

nesses published their New World



d many turns of phrase, but the

work i 2o cracepot o pyeude-hitoricl raud
ey i v ecued T apeke by o she s of the B of |
Revelation-—s document. that reflcte the historieal ituation in
‘Asia Minor late in the first century, and in particular the late first
century struggle between Church an

int of martyrdom, and its ry
through Jesu Ciis and biv rmgh over the Churl's spec
natural and natural enemies. Later in the lecture T spoke of the
‘misus of the Book of Revel tion hy aleanis sets over the eae
turies, and in particular of its misuse by the Jehovah's Witnesses
during the last one hundred years.  Let me conclude my remarks
with a few general observations,
‘The Book of Revelation

f a high order, set on a
coumic stage. Despie it auchor's faulty Grosk, his book riss
again and again to heights of sublimity and grandeur that have
niire o of the worlds reatea Lratute, posery, ar, and

eeds only to reflect on Milton’s Paradise Lost,
Michelangels’s Last Jadgument, aad Handel's Halcujah Chorss
Although John drew heavily on estament syml

imagery (apecill from the books of Eeekiel and Danie) .na
occasionally on pagan mythology, he made his borrowed material

his own and created a work of singular vividuess, charm, and

Joha represents Christianity as a moral religion. He con-
demns the s of iolatry, theft, fornication, and falsehood, and
strsssthevirtuesof chariy,loyley, patience, endurance, haith,
and zeal. that there is in the
an echo of the Sermon on the Mount. On the contrary, there is
batred biter aad nndlnyed The situation for which the book
was written in part to account for this bitterness, though
e chnn sondens it
The Revelation to John as an apocalypse was concerned with

eveats of its own time and with those that its author expected tal
take place in the immediate future. We can understand it|

“See Robert M. McCoy, “Jebovalis Witacsses sad Their New Testameat’|
i o Gy, s 158, VA 5 51 &
b 2 JA RIS Bl T . O O T
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message to_the extent that we keep its literary and theological
iliions in mind and t the extnt that we can relate 0 the
bisrial ad rligious stuaton in the Roman Enpire, and in
parieuar ia the Roman Province of Ase, tomard the clos of the
Bt ceatury.
Apocalypses were not written for 2 world or a Church hun-
dreds or thousands of years later than their time of writing. They
written for their own day and generation. John of Patmos,
like other apocalyptic seers, believed that history had about run
its course. The historical process was about to be interrupted by
the dramatic and catastrophic introduction of the Kingdom of
ohn could ot have conceived of a second Chrisian
century, let alone a twe message for us is therefore
indirect, rather than direct. ry hundred years ago th fs edtor
of the ddantic Monllnly put it this
he e of o piowse
e i strong,
Truth forever on the scaffld,
the throne.
Yet that scaffold sways the future,

Keeping watch above his own.

Bibliographical Suggestions:

The Modern Resder's Guide 1o she Book of Recclation. New York:
oo e 0. a3 “Pupatuck S0 o

2 ol v 0

“The Reyelation of St. John e i Excgain”
e kg B Vol 0L e Yok ke A
D e,

Scott, E. F. ‘The Book of Revelation. 2d ed. Napiervill, IL: Alec R. Allenson,
Tuc, 1949, Paperback, $1.25.
z 11 of the leading icalideas of the book.
Gil “Introduction to, the Revelation to
e Tl v s Gommeniony o S0 e Yo 2nd
il To be pubihed n 1967
Thisis  study written primaily for layfolk and Church Sehool teachers.
The Jehonah's Witnesses:
ies, Hortoa.

DaviesHorton. Philadelph
Pp. 99110, Paperback, 1.6
"Overmuch concerned with ateacking the beliefsof the sect.




