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Jehovah's Witnesses History 
 

      The Jehovah's Witnesses was begun by Charles Taze Russell in 1872. He was born on 

February 16, 1852, the son of Joseph L. and Anna Eliza Russell. He had great difficulty 

in dealing with the doctrine of eternal hell fire and in his studies came to deny not only 

eternal punishment, but also the Trinity, and the deity of Christ and the Holy Spirit.  

When Russell was 18, he organized a Bible class in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania.  In 1879 he 

sought to popularize his aberrant ideas on doctrine.  He co-published The Herald of the 

Morning magazine with its founder, N. H. Barbour and by 1884 Russell controlled the 

publication and renamed it The Watchtower Announcing Jehovah's Kingdom, and 

founded Zion's Watch Tower Tract Society (now known as the Watch Tower Bible and 

Tract Society). The first edition of The Watchtower magazine was only 6,000 copies each 

month. Today the Witnesses' publishing complex in Brooklyn, New York, churns out 

100,000 books and 800,000 copies of its two magazines--daily!  

     Russell claimed that the Bible could be only understood according to his 

interpretations. A dangerous arrangement since he controlled what was written in the 

Watchtower magazine.  This kind of assertion is typical among leaders of cult religions.  

      After the death of Russell on Oct. 31, 1916, a Missouri lawyer named Joseph Franklin 

Rutherford took over the presidency of the Watch Tower Society which was known then 

as the International Bible Students Association. In 1931 he changed the name of the 

organization to "The Jehovah's Witnesses."  

      After Rutherford's death, Nathan Knorr took over. After Knorr, Frederick William 

Franz became president.  

      The Society was led by Mr. Henschel who died in 2003. The group has over 4 million 

members world wide. The Watchtower Society statistics indicate that 740 house calls are 

required to recruit each of the nearly 200,000 new members who join every year.  

      The Jehovah's Witnesses have several ‘book studies' each week. The members are not 

required to attend, but there is a level of expectation that gently urges converts to 

participate. It is during these ‘book studies' that the Jehovah's Witness is constantly 

exposed to counter Christian teachings. The average Jehovah's Witness, with his constant 

Watchtower indoctrination, could easily pummel the average Christian when it comes to 

defending his beliefs.  

      The Jehovah's Witnesses vehemently portray the doctrine of the Trinity as pagan in 

origin and that Christendom, as a whole, has bought the lie of the devil. Along with 

denying the Trinity is an equally strong denial of the deity of Christ, the deity of the Holy 

Spirit, the belief in hell, and eternal conscious punishment in hell.  
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Jehovah's Witnesses in a Nutshell 

     According to Jehovah's Witness' theology, God is a single person, not a Trinity, 

who does not know all things and is not everywhere.  He first created Michael the 

Archangel through whom He created all "other things," including the universe, the 

earth, Adam and Eve, etc.  This creative work took God 42,000 years.  At one point, 

The Watchtower Bible and Tract Society taught that God ruled the universe from 

somewhere in the Pleiades star system.  They have since modified this to say that 

the "Pleiades can no longer be considered the center of the universe and it would be 

unwise for us to try to fix God's throne as being at a particular spot in the universe."1 

  Such changes and even contradictions in teaching are frequent in the Watchtower 

organization and when a doctrine changes, they tell their followers that the light of 

truth is getting brighter.  

     After Adam sinned, the paradise which God had created for them, was ruined.  

So, God instituted a system of redemption which was revealed in the Bible and would 

ultimately lead to the crucifixion of Jesus the messiah.  But, in the meantime, God 

needed to have a visible, theocratic organization on earth to accurately represent 

Him.  Throughout history, this true organization had a remnant of faithful Jehovah's 

Witnesses (Noah, Abraham, Moses, David, etc.) but it wasn't until the late 1800's 

that Charles Taze Russell formerly began what is now known as the Watchtower 

Bible and Tract Society which is run out of Brooklyn, New York.  This organization 

claims to be the only true channel of God's truth on earth today and that it alone can 

properly interpret God's word since it is the angel directed, prophet of God on earth.   

       When it came time for the savior to be born, Michael the Archangel became a 

human, in the form of Jesus.  Jesus grew and kept all the laws of God and never 

sinned.  Finally, when Jesus died, it was not on a cross, but on a torture stake, 

where he bore the sins of mankind -- but this did not include Adam's sins.  Jesus 

rose from the dead as a spirit, not physically (his body was dissolved and taken by 

God) and during his visitations to people on earth, he manifested a temporary 

physical body for them to see and touch.  Thus began the true Christian church of 

Jehovah's followers. 

     Throughout history there have been faithful Jehovah's witnesses who have 

managed to keep The Truth in spite of the "demonic" doctrine of Trinitarianism that 

has permeated the Christian church in "Christendom."  Christendom is filled with 

pastors who are antichrists, in churches run by Satan, and who support the earthly 

governments which are all of the devil.  In other words, all of Christianity is false and 

only the Jehovah's Witness "theocratic" organization lead by several men in 

Brooklyn, New York, is true.   

     In the late 1800's, a young man of 18 years, by the name of Charles Taze 

Russell, organized a Bible class in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania.  In 1879 he sought to 

popularize his ideas on doctrine so he co-published The Herald of the Morning 

magazine with its founder, N. H. Barbour and by 1884 Russell controlled the 

publication and renamed it The Watchtower Announcing Jehovah's Kingdom, and 

founded Zion's Watch Tower Tract Society (now known as the Watch Tower Bible and 

Tract Society).  Russell served as the teacher and guide for the organization which 

taught that Jesus returned invisibly in 1914 and is now reigning in heaven.  When 

Jesus finally returns physical to earth, which will happen at the time of the Battle of 

Armageddon, He will set up his earthly 1000 year kingdom.  During this 1000 year 

period, people will be resurrected and have a second chance to receive eternal 

salvation by following the principles of Jehovah's Organization on earth known as the 

Watchtower Bible and Tract Society.  After the millennium, those who reject God and 

His organization will be annihilated; that is, they will cease to exist.  The rest of the 
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Jehovah's Witness who have faithfully followed God's organization on earth will be 

saved from eternal annihilation and reside forever on Paradise earth.  Heaven, 

however, is a place for a special group of 144,000 Jehovah's Witnesses -- the only 

ones who are "born again" and who alone are allowed to take communion in their 

annual communion service.  These are the ones who have "immortal life,"  all other 

Witnesses have "everlasting life."  Those with immortal life do not have resurrected 

bodies.  They have "spirit bodies."  Those on Paradise Earth have everlasting life and 

consists of a resurrected body that must be maintained through eating, rest, etc. 

     When you study with the Jehovah's Witness, you agree to attend five meetings a 

week where you are taught from Watchtower literature.  You cannot be baptized 

until you have studied their material for at least six months and have answered 

numerous questions before a panel of elders.   Men are not supposed have long hair 

or wear beards and women are to dress in modest apparel.  They refuse to vote, 

salute the flag, sing the "Star Spangled Banner, celebrate birthdays or Christmas, 

won't take blood transfusions, and they can't join the armed forces.  A schedule of 

door-to-door canvassing is required where you distribute the Watchtower literature, 

acquire donations, and forward all monies to the headquarters in Brooklyn, New 

York. 

     If you ever leave the Jehovah's Witness organization, you are considered an 
apostate and are to be shunned. 

1.  Watchtower 11/15/53, page. 703. 
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False Prophecies of the Jehovah's Witnesses 

      The Witnesses make many claims in their attempt to convert you to their faith. 

They profess to have the only true Christian church, to be the only true 

representatives of God, to have the only correct biblical teaching, and to be the only 

true announcers of Jehovah's coming kingdom.  

      If they are the only true church and are the only true voice of God's word, then 

what they say should prove to be true, especially in prophecy. When it comes to 

predicting the future, the Watchtower organization fails miserably. Following are 

some of the false predictions made over the years by the Watchtower organization. 

If you present these to a JW, he will probably say something like, "Those are taken 

out of context," or "They didn't claim to be the prophet of God," or "The light is 

getting brighter and we are understanding Bible prophecy better now," etc. Make a 

copy of these false prophecies, found in the appendix, and give it to them to check. 

They are right out of the Witnesses' literature.  

      Remember Deut. 18:22, "If what a prophet proclaims in the name of the LORD 

does not take place or come true, that is a message the LORD has not spoken. That 

prophet has spoken presumptuously. Do not be afraid of him." If someone makes a 

false prophecy, and they have claimed to be a prophet of God, then they are false 

prophets and are not to be listened to.  
      Do the Witnesses claim to be the prophet of God? Yes, they do.  

     In 1972 the Jehovah's Witness Watchtower claimed to be the prophet of God. 

IDENTIFYING THE "PROPHET" -- "So does Jehovah have a prophet 

to help them, to warn them of dangers and to declare things to come? 

These questions can be answered in the affirmative. Who is this 

prophet?...This "prophet" was not one man, but was a body of men 

and women. It was the small group of footstep followers of Jesus 

Christ, known at that time as International Bible Students. Today they 

are known as Jehovah's Christian Witnesses...Of course, it is easy to 

say that this group acts as a ‘prophet' of God. It is another thing to 
prove it." The Watchtower, 4/1/72, p. 197. (See Deut. 18:21)  

 

1897 "Our Lord, the appointed King, is now present, since October 1874," Studies in 

the Scriptures, Vol. 4, page 621. 

 

1899 "...the ‘battle of the great day of God Almighty' (Revelation 16:14), which will 

end in A.D. 1914 with the complete overthrow of earth's present rulership, is already 

commenced." The Time Is at Hand, page 101 (1908 edition).  
 

1916 "The Bible chronology herein presented shows that the six great 1000 year 

days beginning with Adam are ended, and that the great 7th Day, the 1000 years of 

Christ's Reign, began in 1873." The Time Is at Hand, page ii, (forward).  
 

1918 "Therefore we may confidently expect that 1925 will mark the return of 

Abraham, Isaac, Jacob and the faithful prophets of old, particularly those named by 

the Apostle in Hebrews 11, to the condition of human perfection." Millions Now Living 

Will Never Die, page 89.  
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1922 "The date 1925 is even more distinctly indicated by the Scriptures than 1914." 

The Watchtower 9/1/22, page 262.  
 

1923 "Our thought is, that 1925 is definitely settled by the Scriptures. As to Noah, 

the Christian now has much more upon which to base his faith than Noah had upon 

which to base his faith in a coming deluge." The Watchtower, page 106 4/1/23.  
 

1925 "The year 1925 is here. With great expectation Christians have looked forward 

to this year. Many have confidently expected that all members of the body of Christ 

will be changed to heavenly glory during this year. This may be accomplished. It 

may not be. In his own due time God will accomplish his purposes concerning his 

people. Christians should not be so deeply concerned about what may transpire this 

year." The Watchtower, 1/1/25, page. 3.  
 

1925 "It is to be expected that Satan will try to inject into the minds of the 

consecrated, the thought that 1925 should see an end to the work." The 

Watchtower, Sept, 1925 page 262.  
 

1926 "Some anticipated that the work would end in 1925, but the Lord did not state 

so. The difficulty was that the friends inflated their imaginations beyond reason; and 

that when their imaginations burst asunder, they were inclined to throw away 

everything." The Watchtower, page 232.  
 

1931 "There was a measure of disappointment on the part of Jehovah's faithful ones 

on earth concerning the years 1917, 1918, and 1925, which disappointment lasted 

for a time...and they also learned to quit fixing dates." Vindication, page 338.  
 

1941 "Receiving the gift, the marching children clasped it to them, not a toy or 

plaything for idle pleasure, but the Lord's provided instrument for most effective 

work in the remaining months before Armageddon." The Watchtower, 9/15/41, page 

288.  
 

1968 "True, there have been those in times past who predicted an ‘end to the 

world', even announcing a specific date. Yet nothing happened. The ‘end' did not 

come. They were guilty of false prophesying. Why? What was missing?.. Missing 

from such people were God's truths and evidence that he was using and guiding 

them." Awake, 10/8/68.  
 

1968 "Why are you looking forward to 1975?" The Watchtower, 8/15/68, page 494.  

      A JW might say that the organization is still learning. If that is so, then how can 

they trust what they are taught now by the Watchtower? Will what they are being 

taught now change also?  

      A true prophet of God won't err in prophesying. Only a false prophet does. The 

Jehovah's Witness organization, that claims to be a prophet of God, is really a false 

prophet. Jesus warned us by saying, "For false Christs and false prophets will appear 

and perform great signs and miracles to deceive even the elect -- if that were 

possible" (Matt. 24:24). 
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The Jehovah's Witnesses and the Resurrection of Jesus 

           The Watchtower organization says that Jesus did not rise from the dead in 

the same body he died in (You Can Live Forever on Paradise Earth, p. 143-44). 

Instead, it says that He rose as a spirit creature and that the material body of Jesus 

was taken away by God the Father.  Therefore, they deny the physical resurrection 

of Christ.  Is this important?  Most definitely! 

      1 Cor. 15:14 says, "If Jesus is not raised, then our faith is in vain." In other 

words, if Jesus did not rise from the dead, then Christianity is a waste of time and 

we are then still dead in our sins. It is obvious that the doctrine of the resurrection of 

Jesus is a vital and essential element of Christianity. But what of the Jehovah’s 

Witnesses? Are they accurate in their assessment of Jesus’ resurrection in denying 

the bodily resurrection but affirming a "spiritual" resurrection? The answer is a 

definite, "No." 

      It is obvious from Jesus' own words in John 2:19-21 that He would raise Himself 

from the dead:  

"Jesus answered and said to them, "Destroy this temple, and in three 

days I will raise it up." 20The Jews therefore said, "It took forty-six 

years to build this temple, and will You raise it up in three days?" 21But 
He was speaking of the temple of His body." 

      John 2:19-21 is a clear prophecy of Christ.  Note that He said He would raise up 

"this temple."  John the apostle clarifies for us that "this temple" was actually Jesus 

physical body.  Therefore, Jesus' physical body was raised from the dead.  Very 

simple.  However, the Jehovah's Witnesses do not believe Jesus' own words here.  

      In order to help you see the error of the Watchtower position and aid you in 

refuting their arguments, I've compiled the following list of arguments used by the 

Jehovah's Witnesses to support their position. 

  

      1.      They use 1 Pet. 3:18 where it says that Christ was "put to death in 

the flesh, but made alive in the spirit" as an attempt to show that Jesus was 

not raised physically, but as a kind of spirit creature. 

      Their use of the scripture to support their position is incorrect because this verse 

does not say that He was raised a spirit creature. It says that He was "made alive in 

the spirit." What does that mean? Quite simply, it means that Jesus was raised in an 

imperishable body. This is what 1 Cor. 15:35-45 says when it refers to the body as 

being sown perishable, but raised imperishable; sown in dishonor and raised in 

glory; sown a natural body and raised a spiritual body, etc. Jesus was the "Last 

Adam" a life giving spirit. Paul is typifying the resurrection body. In this passage Paul 

is talking about the resurrection of all people. All Christians will be raised in physical 

bodies. It is said the same of Jesus. 
 

2.       The Bible says that flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of God 

(1 Cor. 15:44-50). Therefore, Jesus’ physical body could not be raised lest it 

contradict this verse. 

      What the Jehovah's Witnesses miss is that after His resurrection Jesus said, 

"Touch me and see, for a spirit does not have flesh and bones as you see I have" 

(Luke 24:39). You must note that Jesus did not say, "flesh and blood." He said, 

"flesh and bones." This is because Jesus’ blood was shed on the cross. The life is in 

the blood and it is the blood that cleanses from sin: "For the life of the flesh is in the 
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blood, and I have given it to you upon the altar to make atonement for your souls; 

for it is the blood that makes atonement for the soul" (Lev. 17:11). See also, Gen. 

9:4; Deut. 12:23; and John 6:53-54. Jesus was pointing out that He was different. 

He had a body, but not a body of flesh and blood. It was flesh and bones. 

 

      3.       The Jehovah's Witnesses teach that Jesus manifested different 

physical forms in order to convince the disciples that He had been raised. 

      This is faulty for several reasons. First, it would mean that Jesus was tricking His 

disciples into believing that His body had been raised when it hadn’t. Second, it 

disregards the clear teaching of Jesus Himself who said His very body would be 

raised. He said in John 2:19-21, "Destroy this temple, and in three days I will raise it 

up." 20Then the Jews said, "It has taken forty-six years to build this temple, and will 

You raise it up in three days?" 21But He was speaking of the temple of His body." 

Jesus said that His body would be raised. The Jehovah’s Witnesses clearly deny 

Jesus’ very words. Fourth, 1 Tim. 2:5 says, "For there is one mediator between God 

and man, the man Christ Jesus." Jesus is said to be a man -- in present tense 

language. If He was not raised physically, then how could he be a man? He could not 

be. 

 

      4.      Jesus manifested different bodies after the resurrection, the same 

way the angels took human form in the Old Testament in order to show the 

disciples that He had been raised. 

      Again, this contradicts what Jesus said in John 2:19-21 that He would raise 

Himself from the dead. . . physically. Also, Jesus is not an angel contrary to what the 

Jehovah's Witnesses believe. Jesus was God in flesh (John 8:58; John 1:1,14; Col. 

2:9; Phil. 2:5-8). 

 

      The Jehovah's Witnesses teach that Jesus did not rise from the dead in the same 

body He died in.  This is a dangerous doctrine that contradicts the Bible and 

condemns those who believe it to eternal destruction because it is denying His 

physical resurrection which is the proof that He conquered death. The Jehovah's 

Witnesses need to keep Jesus’ own words in mind when He said, "Destroy this 

temple and in three days, I will raise it up" (John 2:19). Since He was speaking of 

His body says John in verse 21, then it must be true; Jesus rose from the dead in the 

same body He died in. Also, at His ascension people watched Him rise to be with the 

Father. They saw His body ascend. That is why it can be said that Jesus, the man, is 

the mediator between God and man (1 Tim. 2:5). It isn’t an angel or a spirit creature 
that is the mediator. It is Jesus the man. 
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